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Autumn Term 1 2022
It’s an exciting time for you all with your children starting school. We’ve had a fab start and have been learning some new routines in the classroom and this shall be our focus for the next half term. Miss Endicott and I are really looking forward to building a relationship with you to ensure the BEST start for your child. Below is some information to help support your child’s learning at home. Class Dojo shall be your first place to see information, gain some tips in how to support with your child’s learning as well as the best part: the fun and enjoyment happening in class. Should you have any questions or would like to pass information on about your child at any, please don’t hesitate to message over Dojo or via email rsedgeman@pendeen.tpacademytrust.org

What we will learn:                       
In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), we learn through the seven different areas of learning which are the drivers in achieving our Early Learning Goals (ELG). The way in which we learn is through play and exploration through a mixture of adult led and child led learning. Activities shall be set up in our different areas within our learning environment to help us achieve our ELGs. Below is our focus for the term including key vocabulary which could be reinforced at home. 
Our Topic ‘Ready, Steady, Go’
Key vocabulary: on, over, under, before, next, after, then, now, rules, gentle, kind, property, listen, work hard, honest, learning, excited, celebrate, ‘Never give up’, Autumn, harvest, safe, History, explore, investigate, outdoor areas, Library, Quiet Garden, Stable, Poly Tunnel, Trim Trail, Calm, peaceful, claves, Beat, Fred talk, word
Communication and language – This term we shall be learning about question words: What? Why? Who? When? How? We’ll begin to understand how and why questions. We shall question why things happen and give explanations. We shall ask who, what, when and how questions. 
Personal, social and emotional development – We’ll be developing our relationships with each other, learning how to express our feelings and taking care of each other. 
Physical development – We shall be introduced to Real PE Foundations which will show us the movements we shall be learning linked to developing our gross motor skills. Class Stories on Dojo shall keep you updated on what our focus has been each week. 
Literacy – We shall be learning about the vocabulary of movement and begin to apply this to gross motor skills and fine motor skills. We’ll be developing our fine motor skills to help us to begin gaining control of a pencil using the tripod grip and develop our confidence in making zig zags, circles, curves, spirals and figures of eight. In reading, we shall be introduced to our reading strategy Read, Write Inc. Each day we shall learn a new sound alongside Fred the frog who will help us to eventually blend these sounds to form words. Each week, videos shall go on to class stories to help support your child’s reading at home.  
Mathematics – For the first couple of weeks of term, we shall be introduced to different manipulatives which we shall use in maths e.g. tens frames, counters, sorting objects, unifx cubes. We will then begin learning about the number 1, 2 and 3 and gain a deep understanding of what makes each number the number that it is. Keep and eye on Class Dojo stories for updates each week. 
Understanding the world – We’re going to learn the names and nature of different areas of the school and look at similarities and differences. In history, we shall begin to make sense of our own life-story and family’s history. We’ll share some pictures of us as babies and spend time talking about who’s in our families. In Geography, we’ll draw information from a simple map and explore the environment.  
Expressive arts and design – Our artist for the term is Any Warhol who we will base our final product on by creating a self portrait which will be displayed in school when finished. To get to the point we shall learn about scissors, pens and pencils, playdough and glue. We’ll practice techniques such as straight lines, dots, flowing, round movements, circles, loops and garlands, and spirals. 

Key dates for your diary are on the school newsletter – Keep checking on Class Dojo for other important dates too!
Our PE day shall be on Thursday so children come into school that day wearing their PE kit. 
	Supporting your child at home:
Share a story with your child everyday
Practise the RWI sounds flashcards every day – more information shall come out soon to update you with this as well as weekly videos being put on to Dojos
Practise handwriting where possible – forming letters correctly is key!
Ask your child to do up their own coat, buttons, put their shoes on, brush their own teeth, change into pyjamas etc. 
Keep an eye on Class Dojo for tips of things that will help towards each Early Learning Goal
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