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Monday 12th September 2022
Dear Parents / Carers
I Just wanted to write a letter to explain a little more about Nessa class, expectations and what the children will be learning and how it is taught daily.
You will receive a termly newsletter giving a brief description of the learning taking place over the two half terms. Geography and History are taught in alternate terms and this is stated on the class newsletter, all other subjects are taught each half term. Science although taught each half term, can cover a whole term, just like the first term back where Animals including humans is taught up until Christmas. Again, this will be made clear on the newsletter.

Our day is broken down the same each day. This gives routine to the children, independence, clear expectations of learning and behaviour.

We start our day at 8:45 where children will read to an adult, we aim to hear your child read independently at least twice a week at this time of the morning. There will be other independent activities for the children to complete, these range from maths, reading and handwriting. The expectation is all children find their seats and start their activities as soon as they arrive.

We have register, weather board and timetable for the day. This is a very important part of the day. Children who miss this due to lateness find it difficult to settle and feel lost as they are unaware of the day’s routine.

We start with English, followed by break, RWI, then maths before lunch. Where we break for an hour at 12;30pm. All the morning lessons are set out in the same way, some practical tasks and some written tasks. All children are expected to take part in the lessons and complete the work set. There will be adult support during these lessons if children require it.

In the afternoons, all children in Nessa have another RWI speed lesson to make sure they are secure in their sounds and continue to make rapid progress in their reading. This is followed by all other areas of learning.
We finish the day with our class read. This is sometimes linked with our English topics or it is a book that we have chosen as a class because it is one of our favourites.

Each half term you will receive a knowledge organizer. This gives you a breakdown of the different elements we will be learning in Science, Geography and History. They will contain the vocabulary and definitions for you to help support your child at home. Areas that you can talk about or look at when you are out and about.

Nessa class is a big jump from reception. We do expect children to be as independent as possible and we foster this as much as possible. We encourage them to put their own coats and wellies on. To put these away neatly at the end of  break times. We expect children to tidy up their equipment, look after it and respect all things in the classroom.

Please make sure that all your children’s clothes, wellies, hats, scarves etc are labelled. We encourage children to look after their own belongings and as the year progresses the adults will expect them to be fully responsible for their own uniform.

Children are also responsible for making sure their reading book and any letters needed to be returned are handed into the correct tray each morning. Sorry adults will not be checking book bags each day.

Please do the following to help your child. Make sure their reading book and sound cards are in their book bag each day. They have a waterproof coat, wellies, hat, scarf, gloves etc for play times. Please make sure they have a spare set of labelled clothes on their pegs at all times. If you need some wellies from school please let me know as we have spares. 

Please support your child by making sure they are in school on time daily, ideally from 8:45am so children can settle and are aware of the daily timetable. Children need to be reading daily at home, all we ask is 5 minutes a day. Children who read daily will make good progress and will be confident in all areas of their learning. We need to be able to read in every subject we learn in school, this is a vital skill.

I am more than happy to spend time with you after school if you wish to discuss anything about reading with your child.

Lastly, please make sure you’re signed up to Class Dojo, this will be the way that we communicate with you from the classroom. I will check messages daily, but please be patient as it is the end of the day sometimes before I check. Class Dojo will keep you up to date with learning in the classroom, any messages about First Aid, any changes to time table in the school day and events that will be taking place. You are able to add more than one parent to the Class Dojo sight and we can message all the child’s contacts in one go. If you would like this set up on your child’s account please see me.

Please make sure all your contacts are up to date and we have more than one contact number in case of emergencies.

Please can we ask that your child’s medical needs are up to date on our system. If your child has asthma and needs a pump, please make sure the pump is clearly labelled and is in a sealed container, with their name clearly visible on the outside.

If you have any questions at any time, you can either message on Class Dojo, or catch me at the end of the day where I am more than willing to have a chat.

Team Nessa are very much looking forward to teaching your child this year, and having lots of fun and laughter on the way.
Yours Sincerely

Mrs Earley

Class teacher
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